Purpose of the Handbook

The purpose of the Managers Handbook is to provide Team Managers with a document, which describes the overall organization, philosophy and operations of the League.  Managers will use this Handbook to perform their administrative and game duties and to keep their players informed on League policies. The League Committee will update and publish changes to the Handbook annually as required and insure all Managers have their personal copy.

NOTE

       While both the National and Southern Colorado MSBL/MABL currently contain the word, Men’s in their names, it should be emphasized that qualified female players may also participate in either league.  Any references to he/his in this Handbook could also mean she/her.

Receipt of this Handbook implies that the Managers have read and understand the contents of the Handbook and constitutes agreement to comply with all the information, rules and policies contained herein.

League History

Steve Sigler in Long Island, New York founded the National MSBL in 1986.  Calvin Ryland and Gary Self originally organized the MSBL of Southern Colorado in 1992.  The league began with four teams and has continually expanded in size, reputation and community involvement.  It enlisted several league and team sponsors, initiated promotional relations with local TV, radio, newspapers and businesses.  The MABL was formed in 1996 to provide the baseball opportunity to players ages 18 and over.  The official name of the league then became, the MSBL/MABL of Southern Colorado.  The Leagues have sent teams to the National MSBL and MABL World Series Tournaments in Phoenix, AZ.  A key to the Leagues’ success was the formation of a structured League Committee, which administered the management functions and sustained the league’s philosophy and goals.

League Philosophy

The MSBL/MABL of Southern Colorado was formed to organize, promote and operate a non-profit amateur baseball league for adults, age 30 and older for the MSBL and adults 18 and older for the MABL for recreational, charitable, and civic purposes.  The MSBL/MABL of Southern Colorado's mission is to become the finest adult sports organization of its kind in the Southern Colorado area.  The League philosophy is to create, sustain and expand the community environment in which adults have the opportunity to participate in a well organized, competitive and enjoyable baseball league. It represents the opportunity to play hardball, rather the alternative, softball.  In achieving this philosophy, the league emphasizes and promotes competitiveness, fairness and recreational enjoyment.  The responsibility of sustaining this philosophy rests with the Commissioner, League Presidents, League Committee, umpires, Team Managers and all member players.

Management, Organization and Functions

League Committee

The League Committee is a volunteer group appointed annually by the Commissioner to administer the operations of the MSBL/MABL of Southern Colorado.  The Committee's purpose is to plan, organize and execute the season play so that the Team Managers are relieved of as much administrative chores as possible so they can focus on organizing and preparing their teams for play.  The Committee shall meet as often as necessary to insure the Leagues functions smoothly. Members shall attend all meetings and shall perform their duties and responsibilities as assigned by the Commissioner.  Members may also be Team Managers; however, those Team Managers on the Committee shall place the interests of the leagues over those of their team when making decisions and voting on league issues.  Members shall communicate with Team Managers directly as necessary to perform their duties.  Members shall coordinate their efforts among other Committee members so that no one member carries an excess load of work and time. Committee members may communicate directly with the MSBL National with coordination with the League President and Commissioner. 

(space for individual responsibilities)

League Rules

Each Manager shall maintain a copy of the national and local MSBL/MABL game rules in Appendices A and B.  Managers will insure that all players have an adequate knowledge of these rules and are responsible for complying with these rules during games.  The rules describe most facets of the league including game play, league policies, player discipline, and player recruiting. The rules reflect those of the National Baseball Congress and National MSBL/MABL rules except where the MSBL/MABL of SC rules change, supplement or expand on the National rules.  The League Committee will review these rules annually for changes or additions.

Player Draft

The League Committee will develop procedures to conduct the annual Player Draft to recruit and assign new players to teams and form new teams.  The objective of the Player Draft is to insure equitable assignment of new players to teams and to allow all new players the opportunity to play baseball in this league.  Relative to the player selection process, Managers will make every effort to support these procedures and its intent.  All new players will have the opportunity to work out in any position they desire to display their skills.  Players assigned to a team must play on that team unless later traded or released to play on another team in accordance with League Rules.  The Player Draft is also an opportunity to form new teams to expand the leagues.

Team Sponsorship

Appendix H is the Manager’s Sponsor Kit and contains helpful guidelines to assist Managers in soliciting team sponsors.  Obtaining sponsors is an individual team option and task, not that of the Committee or League.  The Sponsor Kit describes techniques to obtain sponsors, establish a good business relationship with sponsors and comply with team/sponsor agreements.  Managers must make every effort to comply with the sponsor agreement terms.  The acquisition of sponsors not only assists teams financially, but also generates a positive community image and league respect.

Tournaments

In addition to the MSBL and MABL postseason playoffs and championship series, there may be opportunities for players and/or teams to participate on a voluntary basis in other tournaments or competitions.  These may include MSBL and MABL regional tournaments in association with Denver MSBL/MABL, other nationwide MSBL and MABL regional tournaments, the Colorado State Games, privately organized baseball tournaments, and locally organized events.

All Star Game

The Committee will attempt to plan and conduct annual All Star games for each league in which nominated players from each team will play in a special game similar to the MLB All Star event.

Post Season Tournaments

At the conclusion of the regular season play, the league will conduct playoff games to determine the final top teams to compete for the league championships.

MSBL/MABL Championships

The League Championship games will be played annually to determine the overall league champions.  The Committee with input from the Team Managers will determine the formats, procedures, and structure of the All Star game, playoffs, and championship games annually.

MSBL/MABL National Tournaments

In November of each year the National Tournaments are held in the Phoenix, AZ area.  All leagues are invited to participate in this well-organized and enjoyable event.  There are tournaments for different age groups with several levels of competition.  The Committee will disseminate information on this event to all Managers to seek participants to represent the league.  The MSBL/MABL of SC does not subsidize the participating teams or players, and the costs for travel; housing and registration fees are paid by each player/team.  Players may participate as individuals by entering player pools.  Any player or teams, which participate, must complete the required national registration paperwork and receive the signed approval of the League President.  Appendix A describes specific player eligibility requirements regarding age and required percentage of regular season games played.  The Team Managers and the League President will insure these requirements are met and all participants are eligible to play in this event.

League Finances and Player Fees

The MSBL/MABL of SC is a self-sufficient, non-profit organization and must cover all its expenses with fees collected each year from the players and/or league sponsors.  Each year the Committee will plan its annual budget to calculate the annual team fee.  This budget will factor in its expenses, which will include, but not be limited to, the following:


Field use fees


Umpires


Baseballs


Advertising and promotion


Awards


Administrative and mailings


Newsletter production


National fees, which include Hardball Magazine

     Liability insurance costs

To insure that each season is conducted in a smooth, professional manner, all teams must pay their registration fees in full on or before the deadline.  Any team or player failing to pay its/his fees in full by the deadline will not be allowed to play in the current season.  To insure that each team is committed to play in the current season and to assist the Committee with preseason advertising, insurance, and field reservation expenses, the Committee collects a nominal preseason, non-refundable team deposit from each team.  This amount is applied to each team’s annual fee.  Team Managers may review the annual budget upon request.

Fields and Game Scheduling

The MSBL/MABL of SC seeks to utilize only the best baseball fields available in the Colorado Springs area to offer maximum player enjoyment.  The league must compete with many other community field users, and, therefore, it must develop and sustain a respectable and professional relationship with the field owners, coaches, supervisors and park officials.  This requires the support and cooperation from all players.  The respect and treatment of fields are addressed in the local rules, and unacceptable conduct on or misuse of the fields will not be tolerated and may result in disciplinary action

Each season, once the total number of teams and the number of fields secured are set, the Committee will prepare the season game schedule.  This process takes significant time and effort, so the final schedule will not be revised to accommodate any team's desires or hardships.  All efforts will be made to submit the “complete” schedule to all teams before opening day.  However, as we have seen in the past, this may not be possible or at best, accurate.  The Committee will reschedule rainouts the best it can so every team can play a full schedule.  A separate effort will schedule and coordinate the umpires for each game.  Each Manager is responsible for distributing to his team the schedule and any revisions.  Failure by any team to field a legal team per the national and local rules for any scheduled game will result in a forfeit of that game and will be recorded as a loss.

League Communications

Each year the Committee must distribute more information, baseballs, flyers, and other products. As this becomes more difficult logistically, the League is now requiring that each team have at least one of its players, preferably the Manager or Players’ Representative, submits an e-mail address to the Committee.  The League Presidents, through the Committee, will maintain as thorough and continuous line of communication to disseminate league information.  This line of communication will be imperative for Managers to receive timely schedules, changes and information needed to conduct League business.  Telephone will be only a backup.  As a last resort, business e-mails may be used.  Managers are responsible for disseminating information received from the Committee to all of his players.

Scorekeeping and Statistics

Independently paid scorekeepers are not in use.  Scorekeeping remains the responsibility of the Managers to accurately track the game and be able to recreate the game when needed.  Additionally, it’s to the advantage of every team to have an accurate account of the game to resolve disputes during the game.  The League has long been pursuing a statistics program, which all teams can adhere to.  This would be a boon for the Managers since they would be able to identify strengths and weaknesses of their opponents on a weekly basis.  Additionally, this information would be required to identify those players eligible for postseason awards.  The League will provide each team with an official MSBL/MABL scorebook.  

Conditioning

The MSBL/MABL of SC is not responsible for player injuries or mishaps incurred during a game or practice.  The League strongly encourages each player to receive a medical exam prior to participating and to start or continue on a physical conditioning program.  It is well known that baseball requires less continuous strain but still requires periodic sudden movements on the field.  This increases the probability of muscle and tendon strains.  Players will get far more enjoyment from this sport if they prepare themselves adequately to avoid injury.   Managers.  Insure your players are aware that MSBL National and the MSBL/MABL of SC DO NOT provide MEDICAL insurance of any kind through the payment of team fees.  Individuals, or if elected, teams may procure medical insurance based on their own requirements.  Separate medical insurance is available through the same insurance agent providing the League’s liability coverage.  If a player sustains a significant injury, notify the League committee of the injury and cause.  Do not have players contact the League directly.  

League Committee and Volunteers

The members of the League Committee and the Managers are all volunteers in their positions.  They are willing to give up personal time and effort in the interest of making this League the best possible.  The League Committee members exhibit a willingness to place the welfare of the League above that of their personal or team interests and to support the philosophy and principles of the League.  On this basis, the League is always looking for volunteers who will subscribe to this philosophy and are willing to work on the League’s behalf.
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